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This  s tudy  descr ibes  and analyzes  the  l i fe  worlds  (Lebenswel t)  o f  
indiv idual s  exh ibi t ing aphasia  and auditory  agnosia ,  h igher  bra in 
dysfunction fo l lowing cerebrovascular  disease,  f rom a  medical  
anthropology  perspective .   Qual i tat ive  research  us ing semi-s tructured 
interv iews y ie lded the fo l lowing findings .   F irs t ,  cases  were  ident ified 
where  a speech-language  pathologis t  volunteer ing  with  the c iv ic  group 
“Aphasia  Peer Circ le”  fa i l ed to prov ide accommodat ions  ta i lored to the 
character is t ics  of  audi tory agnosia ,  effect ive ly  exc luding  indiv idua ls  wi th  
th is  impairment .   Addit ional ly,  tes t imonies  emerged regarding physica l  
restra ints  imposed by medical  s taff dur ing acute  care  due to 
communication d ifficul t ies  with  aphasic  pat ients .   These represent  
ser ious  is sues from a  human r ights  perspective .   Psychologica l ly,  
i solat ion can induce su ic idal  ideat ion ,  whi le  soc ial  inc lus ion by family  
members  may serve as a  buffer  against  depress ion.   Japan  should 
transi t ion to  a “human r ights model” pr ior i t iz ing the removal  o f  soc ial  
barr iers ,  based on the  UN Convent ion on the Rights  of  Persons  with  
Disabi l i t ies,  mov ing toward mutual  inclus ion where  both  indiv idua ls  wi th  
disabi l i t ies  and soc iety accept  each  other  rec iprocal ly.  
 


